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PRESS RELEASE

Schools learn to challenge segregation and promote harmony

Duty to

Promote Community Cohesion

Through their ethos and curriculum schools can promote discussion of a common sense of identity and
support diversity, showing pupils how different communities can be united by shared values and common
experiences !I"'# $i#&" (
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It is more important than ever that people from different ethnic backgrounds are provided with opportunities to
interact, share experiences and learn from each other. Schools are a significant venue for all these activities
to occur, and form just a part of broader attempts to create a fair and just society for all
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| am delighted to be attending this conference which is bringing together the key players in promoting a shared
sense of identity and belonging in our schools and their communities. The Government's vision is one of
cohesive communities in which the diversity of people's different backgrounds and circumstances is
appreciated and positively valued. Our recent response to the report from the Commission on Integration and
Cohesion set out a comprehensive set of measures to tackle the new issues we face and promote integration
and develop strong, resilient communities.
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Promoting community cohesion means that schools can become real dynamos of change within their
communities, inside and outside the school gates. Educating our young people about the world we live in is
key to ensuring they develop into tolerant and informed adults, suitably equipped to live and work in our
increasingly diverse society. Most schools are already actively involved in their community, and this
conference is the latest step we are taking to offer schools support and guidance to fulfil this new duty.
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